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Youth Workshop Update

Three major topics were discussed that may directly effect the Pacific Association in the 2011 Track and Field and Cross Country Season.

· Hy-Tek 3.0 Presentation - Hy-Tek has imposed licensing clauses that limit the use of the license to the facility and therefore associations are limited to four uses of the program for meets.  Negotiations have begun with Hy-Tek in which the President has requested that the USATF license be unlimited in use.  In addition, the President has arranged to meet with the European timing system company to create a competitive bid for timing because Hy-Tek has saturated the market place in the United Stated thereby creating a sanitation that allows Hy-Tek to dictate use of the software and increase the price points accordingly.

· Coach O - Online Entry Presentation - Online registration has been instituted throughout the USATF Youth Division.  All National competitions will use Coach-O as the official registration platform.  Associations are encouraged to use Coach-O for their Sectional and Regional qualifiers for consistency.  Coach-O representatives Charles Oliver and Bill Haynes were present to provide training on setting up your registration on Coach-O.  Tutorial information was requested.  In addition, as the track chair I met with the representatives to negotiate fees that would be pasted onto the clubs if we as an Association approved the use of Coach-O as our registration platform.  Although we will host approximately 22-25 track and field and cross country events prior to nationals Coach-O’s price point in the market place remains the lowest amongst its competitors and therefore they would not be able to decrease the set fee of $125.  Other fees collected through Coach-O are bank transaction fees which are pasted on directly to the customer.  This was a pressing point for coaches at our October 2010 meeting.  Coach-O has no control of these fees however the payment of the fee can be minimized if coaches reduce the number of transactions or allow parents to register athletes.  Coach-O will forward a tutorial for setting up meets that would reduce and/or limit the costs to the hosting club 

· Review of Youth Rules and Bylaws – Residency Rule within the Youth Division:  Youth will be allowed to participate in another associate if they have changed residence however they will only be limited to individual events and will not be allowed to run on relays.  Both Association Chairs and Membership must sign off on the relocation.  Legal guardianship documentation must be obtained if the youth is staying with family members during the summer in order to allow them to participate.

USATF Rules of Competition Effecting High School Athletes

Item 87 – Submitted by Kenny Emerick, Rules Committee 

Amend Rule 300.1(b) as follows: 

Add Cross-Country Team Division 15 to 18 1993 -1996(2011) 1994-1997(2012) etc. 

Reason: Provide opportunity for High School teams to continue to run as a TEAM in the USATF XC program. Increase club number and individuals for the older age divisions which will carry over into T&F.

Decision: REJECTED
Item 92 – Submitted by Ed Gorman, Rules Committee and Kenny Emerick, Rules Committee 

Amend Rule 301 as follows: 

YOUTH DIVISION Hammer (B-4kg, G-3kg) 

Reason: Coaching in the Youth Division is provided in the other three throwing events, and there is evidence to support introducing the Hammer for 13-14 year olds. It will afford greater opportunity to obtain college scholarships and greatly assist in becoming Olympic quality. It is becoming increasingly popular with younger athletes Boy and girl hammer throwers sufficiently advanced for inclusion on the national high school boys and girls top 50 ranking lists (120‟+ girls and 150‟+ boys) are training and competing in 24 states. Many other boys and girls 13 to 14 years of age of lesser throwing ability than those on the ranking lists are training and competing in additional states. The inclusion of the 4 kg hammer for boys and the 3 kg hammer for girls is to conform to IAAF recommendations for this age group. Additionally, 2010 saw the institution of the initial Youth Olympic Games which were just concluded. This competition was for both Boy's and Girl's 14 to 18 years old. One of the championship events in the Youth Olympics is the Hammer Throw; and we had one girl and no boy's compete. In the World Junior Championships we had 2 Women and 2 Men compete, with both Men qualifying for the final and one capturing the Gold Medal while setting an IAAF Championship and USA record. We have medaled in the World Junior Hammer throw in the last two championships two Gold and one Silver. If we want to build on this success we need to have our younger hammer throw athletes competing in Championship competitions. Additionally, this will encourage and promote development of the hammer throw. And to make sure it is covered as an event for the purpose of insurance

Decision: TABLED, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Item 97 – Submitted by Kenny Emerick, Rules Committee 

Amend Rule 304.2 as follows: 

The Sub Bantam division shall run approximately 2km. The Bantam and Midget divisions shall run approximately 3km. The Youth division shall run approximately 4km. The Intermediate, ((and)) Young Men's /Women's and the Cross Country Team divisions shall run approximately 5km. 

Reason: Provide opportunity for High School teams to continue to run as a TEAM in the USATF XC program. Increase club number and individuals for the older age divisions which will carry over into T&F.

Decision: REJECTED
Item 109 – Submitted by Gary Snyder, Chair, Masters T&F on behalf of Carroll DeWeese 

Add Rule 332.2(j) as follows and re-letter: 

Shuttle Hurdle Relay consists of four same sex members competing in 10 year age groups (30-39, 40-49, 50-59, etc) running the Outdoor Short Hurdles in adjacent lanes in opposite directions using the same hurdle height, spacing, and distance as determined by the age of the youngest team member. After the race start, each team member must be in a set position when they start and shall only start after the incoming team member’s torso passes their respective start line. No baton or other exchange is required. Otherwise, all individual hurdle rules apply to each hurdler. 

Reason: The purpose of this new rule is to define the requirements of the Shuttle Hurdle Relay as run by USATF Masters. For USATF Masters, the hurdle height, spacing, distance, and exchange line vary from the various non-standardized practices of high school, college, open, and other groups. USATF Masters have no exchange zone: the finish line of the incoming competitor is the start and exchange line for the outgoing competitor. Competitors must have achieved and be in a set position at the moment of their start: no rolling starts are permitted.

Decision: ACCEPTED
Records and Awards Update

Emily Sisson smashed the national high school record in the 5,000 with a 15:48.91 to take sixth.  The previous HSR was 15:52.88 by Caitlin Chock at the World Juniors in Italy in 2004. Emily Sisson set a High School Record in the 5k even though she didn’t medal.

In the awards area, several new initiatives were accomplished. In partnership with Gill, a Coach of the Year award was developed for the outstanding boys and girls High School coach.  The Coaches Advisory Committee executive committee served as the selection committee for this annual award. Annual COY awards from the USOC NGB awards were selected and presentations made to the winning individuals.  USOC awards were granted for National Coach, Developmental Coach, Volunteer Coach, Paralympics Coach, and the “Doc” Counsilman Coach of the Year.

From the Director of Coaching office, USATF Under the direction of McKenze Rogers, we were able to successfully launch the Gill Athletics National High School Coach of the Year Award. I cannot stress how important the creation and implementation of this award is to Gill Athletics.  Thanks to McKenze’s efforts, the program received over 150 nominations, in its first year, along with full integration into our Outdoor Championships television program. This helped to deliver tremendous exposure to the award and our sponsor, Gill Athletics. Thanks to this successful launch, Gill athletics has agreed to a second year of sponsoring this award.
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Women’s track & field lost many friends this year.  Our former chairman, Pat Rico, gave so much to women’s track and field serving as chairman and President of USATF. She was still working for WTF by serving on the membership committee at the time of her passing. Harold Connolly continually worked to improve the coaching and performance of our young hammer throwers. We must keep up his efforts! Scott Davis was the voice of track and field. You always heard his voice at major meets; he knew the athletes and their performances so well. Coach Andrew Pettigrew was a young coach at the University of North Carolina. His expertise will be missed by his athletes. High school expert Doug Speck was a fantastic authority for Southern California and the entire high school world. His statistics and meet organization for the Arcadia HS meet are legendary. Each of these individuals contributed so much to our sport and will be greatly missed. We are fortunate they shared their gifts with us!

